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The Perkins Report 


From Director of Athletics and 
Head Football Coach Ray Perkins 


From time-to-time we will use this forum to respond to ques- 
tions from Alabama fans. | am not at all surprised that a number 
of questions received thus far are in regard to the offense we 
have installed. Naturally, a number of you had essentially the 
same question, We have combined these questions into 
general areas of interest. 

What is the pro-set offense? 

The pro-set is any set other than a wishbone. 

Explain the controlled passing game. 

The controlled passing game is a passing game where the 
ball is most likely caught within five yards of the line of scrim- 
mage, either past the line of scrimmage with short, quick 
passes, or behind the line with screens. It is a high-percentage 
completion offense. 

How will you utilize the running backs in the new of- 
fense? 

We hope to use our running backs in all three areas—run- 
ning with the football which has been handed to them, running 
with the football after they catch it as pass receivers, and 
blocking. We will expect our running backs to be able to do all 
three of those things. We feel we have a good set of running 
backs; | don't know if we've got a great one. But we do have a 
good set who can do all three of those things pretty well 

What was the greatest difficulty in changing the of- 
fense? 

The primary problem we had in changing over from the wish- 
bone offense to a multiple-set offense was with our offensive 
linemen, teaching them more of a passive technique rather 
than an all-out aggressive technique as far as pass protection 
was concerned. After the first three or four days of that in the 
spring, after they grasped what we were trying to do, there was 
no trouble. We continued to improve throughout the spring and 
in the early work this fall. 

Does the multiple-set offense make it more difficult for 
an incoming freshman to contribute? 

It might make it a little more difficult for incoming freshmen 
simply because there is a lot more to learn, but | really don’t 
see a big problem with that. If they are ready to play from a 
mental standpoint and a physical standpoint, they can do the 
job just as well as in the wishbone offense. 

Will you retain and coach a few basic wishbone plays for 
certain situations? 

No, we will not—as far as | know at this time—line up in the 
wishbone. We don't have a coach on our staff who has ever 
worked with the wishbone offense. We will run the veer, a split 
back veer option, which is very similar to the wishbone, except 
it does not have three running backs. 

To what do you attribute the decline in popularity of the 
wishbone? 

| think one of the reasons, more than anything else, is the 
rules changes in college football pertaining to the passing 
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game over the past few years. More and more teams are going 
to a passing game, or more of a passing game, to take advan- 
tage of these rule changes. When | say the passing game, | 
don't mean we are going to throw the football every down. 
We're still going to look for a two-to-one or two-to one-and-a- 
half run over pass ratio. But we're putting ourselves into a posi- 
tion where we can throw the football or run the football just as 
effectively from any set. | think four or five years from now the 
college game will look essentially the same as the NFL game. 

Will the change in offense affect recruiting? 

| don't see it affecting recruiting very much. The type person 
we are going to recruit is basically a football player with high 
goals—one who wants to play on a championship football team 
while getting a good education. It could make a difference with, 
for instance, a great receiver who might prefer to come to our 
offense where he'll have a chance to have his skills utilized 
more than with a team that runs a wishbone offense. 

Will you use the shotgun formation? 

We used the shotgun formation in New York quite exten- 
sively the last couple of years, primarily in third-down situations 
and down inside the 20-yard line a little bit. It puts the quarter- 
back a little more removed from the pass rush. 

Do you have a conservative offense to protect a lead late 
in the game? 

| don't know if you would call it a conservative offense, but 
late in the game we will go more to a running offense, keeping 
the football in bounds. 

Is the tight end primarily a blocker or a receiver in your 
offense? 

The tight end in our offense is going to be used both as a 
receiver and as a blocker about equally. 

ls depth at the wide receiver spots a problem? 

| don't think it is this year primarily because we've had a 
freshman, Greg Richardson, who has come in and indicated he 
is going to help us this year. He has worked extremely hard, 
he's smart, he's got good hands, and he was the second 
fastest high school track sprinter in the country last year. 

Close to the goal line, how will you try to score? 

Hopefully we'll do whatever it takes against the particular 
defense we are playing against. It may be to run, hammer it in 
there, or it may be pass. 

| read where you said interceptions don’t bother you. 
Please explain. 

The complete statement was that interceptions don’t bother 
me as much as fumbles, If you throw the football you are going 
to have some interceptions. But once you have both hands on 
the football, there shouldn't be any excuse for fumbles. 


Coach Perkins will address subjects of interest to Alabama 
fans in The Perkins Report. If you have a question for Coach 
Perkins, send it to 'BAMA, P.O, Box 6104, University, AL 
35486-6104. 
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Football Practice Update: 


Alabama Labors, Spirit Prevails 


by Kirk McNair 


rom all indications, fall weather in 

Tuscaloosa is still sometime away. But 
the fall football season is upon Coach Ray 
Perkins and the University of Alabama, 
and everyone involved with or interested 
in the Crimson Tide is anxious to see it 
here. 

This Alabama team is a difficult one to 
read. Is ita team that will challenge for the 
national championship? Is it another 8-4 
team, as last year's? Is it headed for the 
dismal season that many have predicted 
for years for Coach Bryant's successor 
and his first team? In all probability it will 
be well into the season before a true 
reading of Alabama in 1983 can be made. 

The pre-season polls, guesswork based 
on various degrees of education, have 
reflected this. Bama has generally been 
ranked between 10th and 15th. However, 
the highly-regarded Harry DeVold of Foot- 
ball News puts the Tide ninth in his poll, 
while Alabama is unranked by the likes of 
Playboy (which is about as distressing as 
being left off the Best Dressed List of Pro- 
gressive Farmer). 

What has been distressing is 
Alabama's lack of consistency on offense 
through the week of two-a-day practices 
prior to the beginning of classes August 
29. “| thought we would be performing 
better overall offensively,’ said Perkins. 
“| know that we can. Our problem has 
been that we don’t have all thinking on the 
same page. |'m very disappointed in that. 
\'m aware that the defense is supposed to 
be ahead of the offense, but we are not to 
the point offensively that we were at the 
end of spring training.'' He admitted that 
he would be ‘very pleased”’ if Bama's of- 
fense was where it was when spring drills 
ended. ‘‘At the end of spring we had a win- 
ning offense. And we will have it. The key 
is whether we can get there in time." 

Alabama has a great deal of offense. 
Part of the polishing process for the 
September 10 opener against Georgia 
Tech is narrowing down the attack, taking 
the strongest features of the offense to 
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Randy Edwards looms big in the Alabama defense. He 


has been a leader at practice. Joel Barnes photo 


take advantage of any weakness in the 
Tech defense. The question is whether 
Bama has an offense that won't self- 
destruct rather than whether opponents 
can stop it. In early scrimmages the 
defense came in for most of the praise, 
but, in fact, the offense was its own worst 
enemy. A few fumbles, a few pass in- 
terceptions and a few penalties have con- 
tributed to offensive ineffectiveness. But 
the primary culprit has been a breakdown 
in pass blocking resulting in sacks and 
broken plays. 


here are some extenuating circum- 
stances. Bama is a Johnny-come- 
lately to the passing game, which almost 
certainly will be the dominant offense in 


college football for the next few years. 
Since 1960 over 100 rules changes have 
been made to benefit the passing game, 
including 35 in the past five years. 
Alabama goes into its new era of offense 
with a quarterback who can operate it, 
with talented receivers, and with capable 
runners, all of whom had relatively easy 
adjustments to make. Such was not the 
case for offensive linemen, who have had 
to learn an entirely new blocking tech- 
nique. Tom Goode, Bama assistant coach 
in charge of the up-front troops, sees pro- 
gress. 

All involved with the Tide program cite 
the need for better conditioning. The heat 
wave of late August and the tragedy at 
Auburn made an already conservative 
program even more cautious. Alabama 
trainers and doctors are more concerned 
with heat than any other injury or illness 
and the Tide takes extreme measures to 
combat it. There are a number of breaks 
during Alabama practices for rest, liquid 
and even popcicles. Bama worked later in 
the day than had been planned in order to 
avoid some of the heat. Two-a-day work 
began with both practices in full gear, but 
one workout a day was changed to a walk- 
through in shorts. Weight loss is carefully 
monitored and anyone having a dramatic 
loss is held out of the next workout. 
Although there were no life-threatening 
heat cases in early Alabama work, there 
were several Tiders who had to be treated 
for heat illness, including a few who were 
given intravenous saline solution. 

The bottom line is that work was cur- 
tailed and Bama players are not in the 
condition they will need to be in to play 
winning football for four quarters. 

The offense has also been hampered 
by the protective measures given in- 
dispensable quarterback Walter Lewis. In 
work against the Alabama defense, Lewis 
is down and the play blown dead when 
he’s touched. Such won't the be the case 
this fall. Lewis is considered one of 
Bama's better running backs and will run 
the football. 

It's also something of a truism that you 
can't look good when you play yourself. 
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It's difficult for both the offense and 
defense to look good. However, both can 
look bad, and that was the case in much 
of the early Tide work. The offense was in- 
consistent and the defense gave up big 
plays, both the stuff of which long Satur- 
days are made. 

Tide offensive coordinator George Hen- 
shaw remains optimistic. ‘If we had been 
able to run up and down the field in the 
early work | would have been scared to 
death,” he said, explaining that would 
have meant that Alabama had major 
defensive problems. ‘‘Unless injuries oc- 
cur, generally speaking the offense 
should improve more than the defense as 
the season goes along. In the pre-season 
we plan to iron out the expected problems 
of the offense. 

“| think we'll make it if our players con- 
tinue to improve and keep the same in- 
terest and attitude and desire to learn. 
And there's no reason to think they won't 
because they've given us. everything 
we've asked of them physically and men- 
tally. | have a lot of confidence in our 
players. | really do.” 


D efensive coordinator Ken Donahue 
ranks as one of the top men ever in 
his profession, but he may rate even 
higher as a pessimist. (It's almost routine 
to hear a coach praise a player's perform- 
ance as “100 percent better."’ Tide defen- 
sive linemen consider it an honor for 
Donahue to tell them they are ''25 percent 
better.’’) Therefore, it's not surprising that 
he views the upcoming season as ap- 
proaching too rapidly. ‘We're a long way 
off in almost every area from being where 
we can go out there and win" he said with 
less than two weeks remaining to the 
opening kickoff. 

He does cite some improvement, men- 
tioning defensive tackle Randy Edwards. 
However, he worries that poor depth, in- 
juries, and lack of conditioning are cracks 
in Alabama's defense. In the past Bama’s 
pre-season work. included much practice 
against a wishbone offense. ‘| think that 
made us tougher in some ways because 
it’s a physically tougher offense,’ he said. 
“But on the other hand, working against 
this offense is tougher on the men who 
have to rush the passer.”’ 

Everyone who follows Alabama football 
knows that the secondary was a prime 
area of concern going into the season 
because of the loss of Jeremiah Castille 
and Tommy Wilcox from that critical area. 
In early work Bama’s best pass defense 
has been its rush. Donahue says that has 
been the case for the past five or six 


The leader, by all means, has been Coach Ray Perkins. 
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years. ‘‘We checked our statistics and our 
blitz package has been better than 
anything else we've done against the 
pass. We've had more success rushing 
more people than covering with more peo- 
ple. But we need to be able to do both, and 
we're working on that.’’ Bama's four first 
teamers in the secondary in pre-season 
work have generally been two former 
walkons (Stan Gay at left cornerback and 
David Valletto at safety), a redshirt 
freshman (Freddie Robinson at right cor- 
nerback) and an injury-prone man who 
was held out of spring drills (Rocky Col- 
burn at strong safety). 

The kicking part of the kicking game ap- 
pears adequate, but that is only a seg- 
ment of the overall phase. Walkon Van Tif- 
fin needs more consistency, but has in- 
dicated that he's be able to get Bama 
points from long distance. Terry Sanders, 
who has been limited primarily to kickoff 
duty in the past, is pushing two-year 
punter Malcolm Simmons. 

However, kick coverage and protection 
has been spotty. Joe Dismuke has ob- 
viously put in a lot of work on deep snaps 
and appears to be the leader for that 
critical job. 


here are areas of 1983 Alabama foot- 
ball that bring a smile to Coach 
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Mike Adcock is a pacesetter in the offensive line. A veteran, he loosens his muscles before practice. Joel Barnes photo 
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Perkins. He is more than pleased with 
overall team attitude, which he calls “‘ex- 
cellent. They want to win. As long as you 
have that, you have a chance. If you don't 
have it, you have no chance.’ Senior 
leadership has also been what he had 
hoped for. 


But almost certainly, the most pleasing 
area has been that of newcomers. No 
fewer than a dozen freshmen have an op- 
portunity to play important parts on this 
year's team. In addition to Tiffin, the of- 
fense can expect fullback Andrew Gilder, 
running back Kerry Goode, quarterback 
Mike Shula and wide receiver Greg 
Richardson to see duty. Additionally, 
walkon quarterback Hugh Smith has in- 
dicated in limited work that he has talent. 


The defense may be able to count on 
help from outside linebackers Cornelius 
Bennett and Craig Epps, inside 
linebackers Wayne Davis and Phillip 
Brown, noseguard Curt Jarvis, and defen- 
sive backs Britton Cooper and Lydell 
Mitchell, 


The old school of thought was that you 
had better not be counting on freshmen to 
help. Now the feeling is that if a player's 
good enough, get four years from him. 
Coach Perkins said from the beginning 
' that getting help from freshmen would be 
bia 8 .” eer = | critical to Alabama success. It appears he 
Ricky Moore was a bright spot in an intrasquad scrimmage August 27. Joe! Barnes photo is going to get it. 


1984 Ray Perkins Crimson Tide Football Camp 


Here is a chance to become a part of the winning tradition of Crimson Tide football. Be a part of the challenge and excitement by registering for 
the 1984 Ray Perkins Crimson Tide Football Camp. 


Days at the Ray Perkins Camp will be filled with the expertise of guest professional football players, with individualized instruction for all positions, 
and weight lifting and conditioning. Campers will learn about the prevention and care of athletic injuries, will hear motivational lectures from some 
of the nation’s finest coaches and players from the high school, college, and professional ranks 


Don't Miss The Excitement!! 
SESSIONS: 
First Session June 6-9 (grades seven through 11) 
Second Session dune 10-13 (grades seven through 11) 
Third Session June 14-16 (boys entering grade 12) 


***Due to NCAA Regulations, any student who has started classes for the senior year in high school or who is eligible for admission toa member 
institution is NOT eligible to attend the football camp.*** 


LOCATION: 
The camp will be held on the beautiful University of Alabama campus in Tuscaloosa, Alabama, 


HOUSING & MEALS: 
The First 120 campers to apply, each session, will live and eat in the HOME OF THE CHAMPIONS—Paul W. Bryant Hall. All other campers will live 
in Mary Burke East dormitory (one block from Bryant Hall) and eat in Paul Bryant Hall. 


INSURANCE: 
An accident and insurance plan has been contracted and is included in the cost of the camp. 


For additional information and a 1984 Application Write To. 
Dr. Gary White 
The Ray Perkins Crimson Tide Football Camp 
P.O, Box K 
University, Alabama 35486 
(205) 348-6161 
APPLY TODAY!! Space is Limited!! DON’T MISS OUT!! 
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, Crimson Tide Depth Chart 


OFFENSE 


SPLIT END 

4 Joey Jones, 5-9, 165, Senior 

80 Joe Smith, 6-2, 185, Sophomore 

18 Billy Getchell, 6-1, 170, Sophomore 
WEAKSIDE TACKLE 

73 Hardy Walker, 6-4, 270, Sophomore 
70 Gary Dismuke, 6-2, 270, Junior 
WEAKSIDE GUARD 

76 Mike Adcock, 6-3, 245, Senior 

55 Mark Jackson, 6-4, 250, Senior 
CENTER 

54 Wes Neighbors, 6-2, 250, Freshman 
51 Mike White, 6-3, 250, Junior 
STRONGSIDE GUARD 

75 Mike McQueen, 6-5, 246, Senior 

72 Willard Scissum, 6-3, 243, Junior 
69 Kurt Schmissrauter, 6-3, 243, Senior 
STRONGSIDE TACKLE 

63 Doug Vickers, 6-3, 248, Senior 

74 Jim Ivy, 6-4, 270, Senior 

60 Hoss Johnson, 6-4, 255, Freshman 
TIGHT END 

27 Jay Grogan, 6-2, 230, Senior 

81 Thornton Chandler, 6-6, 240, Sophomore 
86 Preston Gothard, 6-4, 220, Junior 
QUARTERBACK 

10 Walter Lewis, 6-1, 210, Senior 

1 Paul Fields, 6-0, 195, Senior 

11 Mike Shula, 6-1, 182, Freshman 
FULLBACK 

26 Ricky Moore, 6-0, 235, Junior 

37 Andrew Gilder, 6-0, 205, Freshman 
44 Craig Turner, 6-0, 196, Junior 
RUNNING BACK 

46 Joe Carter, 5-11, 192, Senior 

30 Chester Braggs, 6-1, 185, Freshman 
35 Kerry Goode, 6-0, 170, Freshman 
25 Linnie Patrick, 5-10, 185, Senior 
FLANKER 

88 Jesse Bendross, 6-1, 185, Senior 

17 Greg Richardson, 5-9, 170, Freshman 


Joey Jones is ready for his senior 
‘season at Alabama. It should be a 
banner year for him, with the 
Crimson Tide ready to pass. 
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DEFENSE 


WEAK OUTSIDE LINEBACKER 

49 Steve Booker, 6-2, 212, Senior 

97 Cornelius Bennett, 6-4, 215, Freshman 
52 Anthony Smiley, 6-1, 215, Senior 
RIGHT TACKLE 

96 Randy Edwards, 6-4, 255, Senior 
87 Larry Roberts, 6-4, 225, Sophomore 
NOSEGUARD 

31 Mike Rodriguez, 6-3, 250, Senior 
98 George Salem, 6-0, 230, Sophomore 
91 David Gilmer, 6-4, 242, Sophomore 
LEFT TACKLE 

78 Jon Hand, 6-7, 280, Sophomore 

79 Brent Sowell, 6-5, 256, Sophomore 
94 Tom McCrary, 6-5, 265, Junior 
STRONG OUTSIDE LINEBACKER 

92 Emanuel King, 6-4, 232, Junior 

84 Craig Epps, 6-4, 200, Freshman 

85 Dante Bramblett, 6-3, 215, Junior 
LEFT INSIDE LINEBACKER 

56 Roosevelt Hill, 6-0, 210, Senior 

53 Todd Roper, 6-2, 220, Sophomore 
41 Jimmy Watts, 6-1, 226, Senior 
RIGHT INSIDE LINEBACKER 

45 Scott McRae, 6-1, 211, Junior 

32 Venson Elder, 6-2, 230, Sophomore 
58 Wayne Davis, 6-4, 210, Freshman 
LEFT CORNERBACK 

28 Stan Gay, 5-11, 175, Senior 

23 Paul Tripoli, 6-0, 185, Senior 
RIGHT CORNERBACK 

21 Freddie Robinson, 6-1, 175, Freshman 
43 Sammy Hood, 5-11, 175, Junior 

20 Britton Cooper, 6-1, 175, Freshman 


STRONG SAFETY 
33 Rocky Colburn, 5-11, 177, Junior 
14 Bill Pierce, 6-1, 196, Junior 


SAFETY 


18 David Valletto, 6-1, 185, Sophomore 
15 Lydell Mitchell, 6-3, 190, Freshman 


KICKING 


PUNTER 

6 Malcolm Simmons, 6-4, 200, Senior 
2 Terry Sanders, 6-2, 175, Junior 
PLACEMENT 

3 Van Tiffin, 5-10, 155, Freshman 

8 Paul Trodd, 5-11, 155, Freshman 
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Dewey Mitchell: 


by Al Browning 


ewey Mitchell shares many of the 
D same colors several former Univer- 
sity of Alabama football players do, such 
as red, white and bruised (or is it blue?) as 
they go about the business of competing 
in the National Football League. 

What separates him from the others 
are more colors, such as gold, silver and 
bronze, and the fact he put his football 
cleats on a shelf shortly after the Crimson 
Tide defeated Ohio State 35-6 in the 1978 
Sugar Bowl game, in which he starred as 
a defensive end. 

His cherished sport? Judo. 

His Super Bowl? The 1984 Olympic 
Games in Los Angeles, a mingling of 
sports-minded people from nations 
around the world who gather every four 
years, boycotts notwithstanding, to dis- 
play athletic prowess accented by strong 
determination and wicked pride. 

On all counts, Mitchell is not a man to 
be taken lightly. Twenty years into his 
career in judo and only six years removed 


Dewey Mitchell (top) shows his form. His victim? 
% Allen Crumbley, of course. 
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from the rigors of Alabama football, he is 
almost a cinch to represent the United 
States in Los Angeles, also a decent bet to 
leave the Olympic Games with a medal 
draped around his neck. 

“My goal is the gold medal, no question 
about that," said Mitchell, who at age 26 
dabbles alongside another former Ala- 
bama football player, Allen Crumbley, in 
teal estate in South Florida, and who 
ranks as the number one open division 
judo player in the United States. ‘'| played 
football at Alabama. Coach Bryant taught 
all of us to shoot for the top, not for sec- 
ond or third. 

“The Olympic Games is my dream now. 
That's all | care about doing athletically at 
this point in my career. And if I'm going to 
Los Angeles, well, | should be going there 
thinking about winning the gold medal." 

While Mitchell might be an underdog in 
his quest for the gold medal (‘There is a 
Japanese guy who is a little ahead of the 
rest of us on all counts."’), he is not taking 
an unchronicled path in his bid to make it 
to Los Angeles. He has, in fact, won gold 
medals twice in both the U.S. Nationals 
Tournament and the National Sports 
Festival, finishing second in both events 
on other occasions, finished second in a 
major international tournament staged in 
Hong Kong, and finished fourth in the 
1981 World Championships Tournament. 
He has two major tournaments left before 
the Olympic Games in which he must 
maintain a nice lead (three and one-half 
points, with points awarded five or first, 
three for second and one for third) over 
his chief rival for the top position on the 
United States team. 

“If | can avoid a major injury, | should 
make the Olympic Games this time," 
Mitchell said. ‘Then it'll be up to me to 
make the best of the opportunity. I've got 
a lot of work to do, and it'll take some 
traveling to the Orient for me to get the 
proper training it takes to make a run at 
the medal.”” 


itchell has already done a lot of trav- 
M eling as a judo player, and his wallet 
is smaller because of it. Because he is a 
world-class competitor in the sport, a 
serious candidate for international laurels, 
he receives a small allowance for travel- 
ing from Operation Gold, the United 
States Olympic Games Committee-funded 
account set up to benefit our athletes’ 
training. But the allowance is small and 
the bills are massive. 

In October, for instance, Mitchell will 
travel to Moscow to compete in the World 
Championships Tournament, the final ma- 
jor international event before the Olympic 
Games, 
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“Oh, geez!" Mitchell said when asked 
about the money he has spent competing 
in judo, “It keeps me broke all the time. 
But | feel fortunate to be good enough to 
compete against the best players in the 
world. | sat down and thought about it 
seriously Once and decided that is what 
I've got to do. I’m afraid I'd be mighty dis- 
appointed in myself if in 10 years | look 
back and say, ‘Darnit, Dewey, you should 
have gone for it.’ That's something else | 
learned from Coach Bryant. He always 
told us to make our opportunities, then 
make the best of them all.’" 

It is strange, perhaps, that athletes in 
most sports attain financial cushions as 
they progress, while Mitchell must battle 
monetary hardships while moving up the 
ladder in judo. 

“It was all first class at Alabama in foot- 
ball,"' Mitchell said. ‘Staying in some of 
those raunchy hotels while traveling in 
Europe and the Orient took some getting 
used to. Again the Alabama experience 
has helped. Sacrifice is the name of the 
game, you know."" 

By all means, playing football at 
Alabama has been a plus for Mitchell dur- 
ing his career in judo, which is a milder 
form of jujitsu, the Japanese method of 
personal combat without weapons. From 
a physical standpoint, that notion can be 
illustrated by the following words written 
about jujitsu in Funk & Wagnells New En- 
cyclopedia: 

“In essense, the jujitsu expert, by 
yielding or moving with the attacking force 
of an opponent, seeks to throw the oppo- 
nent off balance, and to use that same 
force to disable his adversary. A person 
skilled in jujitsu can disable his opponent 
by striking a nerve, by cutting off the cir- 
culation of blood, or by dislocating a joint 
or breaking a bone. Using similar meth- 
ods, he can disable an opponent perma- 
nently or even kill him. . . 

“Body weight and muscular develop- 
ment are unimportant in jujitsu. The most 
important requisites are agility, speed and 
presence of mind..." 

Disable? 

Kill? 

Mmmm .. . thank goodness judo js the 
milder form of the art, a sport invented by 
professor Jogoro Kano, a nobleman of 
Tokyo, who is credited with developing it 
into an international passion among rug- 
ged competitors. 

“It's a fine, vigorous form of grap- 
pling,’ said Mitchell. ‘It's a physical and 
mental sport. It's an individual against 
another individual in close quarters. It can 
be dangerous, although we don’t talk 
about that. It can be compared to football 
in a number of ways, which is probably 


why | love it so much. Knowing | could 
compete in judo is probably the main 
reason | didn't move from team to team 
trying to make it in the NFL." 


ne hearty shot at professional foot- 

ball, his only bid, cost Mitchell dearly. 
He was drafted by the Chicago Bears. He 
failed to make the team in preseason 
training camp, then found that his attempt 
to do so cost him amateur standing as a 
judo player, plus a pointless berth on the 
1980 United States Olympic Games 
Team, which was idled by a boycott. The 
ruling handed him has been amended 
now because his contract with the 
Chicago franchise said ''to the end” of his 
association with the team. 

“Overcoming adversity is the name of 
the game in all sports," said Mitchell. 
“Certainly that was the case during my 
football days at Alabama. | work hard in 
judo, but | can honestly say there has 
never been a day that I've wondered if I'd 
live through my workouts. | had those 
doubts at Alabama from time to time. We 
had a man (Coach Bryant) standing on a 
tower at practice that almost always 
pushed us to our limits, 

“The Alabama experience sure helps 
me a lot now. | can remember football 
games in which we were behind at half- 
time or in the fourth quarter, then came 
back to win. That's poise under pressure 
(presence of mind, if you prefer a judo 
term), and the confidence | learned then 
sure helps me now. I've won a lot of judo 
matches in the final minutes, just like we 
won a lot of football games at Alabama in 
the second half, many in the fourth 
quarter. 

“Coach Bryant was right when he said 
playing at Alabama can teach you things 
that will help you later in life.” 

With such dedication, helped con- 
siderably by a commitment from his wife 
of four years, Becky, Mitchell is driving 
toward Los Angeles, where he hopes to 
represent our country in an accepted 
form of hand-to-hand combat. 

“Representing our country means 
something to me,"’ said Mitchell. ‘That's 
why | can't wait to get to Russia for the 
World Championships Tournament. Every 
American should have the opportunity to 
visit Moscow. Every trip there sure gives 
me a greater appreciation for what we 
have in the United States.”” 


(If you are interested in offering finan- 
cial assistance to Dewey Mitchell in his 
bid to make the United States Olympic 
Games team, his address is 715 State 
Road 54, Seven Springs, Florida 33552.) 
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this part iin country.” 


Steve Hale... 


» 


Steve Hale will be watching a lot of football in the next few months. Most of the action he will view will not feature Alabama, rather high school talent. 


A Young Coach In The 


by Al Browning 


f ol’ Jake could see Steve Hale, surely 

he would be proud of his former master. 
After all, a dog should be able to marvel 
over the accomplishments of his owner 
just as easily as a man can salute the 
trained discipline of his “‘best friend."’ 

Jake is dead, a golden retriever who 
has long since fetched his last duck from 
the water of a river. 

“You talk about trained!’’ Hale said 
recently from his University of Alabama 
football office at Memorial Coliseum. 
“Jake could do it all. And he was my con- 
stant companion. When I'd go to watch a 
high school game to check out talent for 
recruiting, he’d go with me. There were 
times when I'd stop on a bridge over a 
tiver, toss Jake over the side into the 
water, and marvel over the way he'd swim 
out of there. Then we'd go on to the game. 
He's dead now, but he was some kind of 
dog." 


Hale, meanwhile, is very much alive, a 
young assistant coach seemingly on the 
move toward more stature in later years. 
Heavens, he is only 27 years old (“‘going 
on 50”’) and finds himself saddled with the 
responsibilities of perhaps the second 
most challenging position in a Crimson 
Tide football hierarchy led by Ray Perkins, 
perhaps the only person whose seat is 
hotter than his. 

As Jake did for ducks, Hale, as re- 
cruiting coordinator, is fishing for the 
talents of young men. His success rate 
will be recorded—11-1 or 10-2 is better 
every season than 7-4 or 6-5, you know— 
and when February arrives and prospec- 
tive student-athletes start signing grants- 
in-aid, he will find that his game ranks 13th 
in importance behind the other 12 Ala- 
bama has become accustomed to playing 
every season. 

“If we didn't have such a splendid 
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13th Game 


(coaching and administrative) staff made 
up of super, talented individuals who work 
as a team, yes, being recruiting coor- 
dinator at Alabama would scare me,"’ said 
Hale. ‘I'd probably feel a little insecure 
with my position, but we’ve got great peo- 
ple in our program, and nobody can doubt 
the fact that we've got a great product to 
offer prospective student-athletes. (Hale 
reached for a copy of the August issue of 
*BAMA, in which he had noticed tables 
reflecting the Crimson Tide as the win- 
ningest team in the nation in the last 25 
years, the last 10 years, and despite an 
8-4 record last year, the last five years.) 
Does this not tell you something? 

“No, it's not our job to sell Alabama 
football to a prospective athlete. They 
know what we have here. It’s our job to 
carefully study prospects—checking 
character and academic ability, as well as 
athletic ability—then deciding who we 
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should offer a scholarship. We take a lot 
of pride in offering a scholarship, giving a 
student-athlete the opportunity to take ad- 
vantage of all the great things our pro- 
gram can offer him. And from this year 
forward it won't be action taken lightly. 
From now on only Coach Perkins will offer 
a student-athlete a scholarship. Awarding 
a scholarship means something to us, and 
we want it to be just as special to the 
student-athlete receving it.” 

Hale, a former East Carolina defensive 
halfback who joined the Alabama staff last 
year, did not leap at the opportunity to 
become recruiting coordinator. Perkins 
suggested the move because he thinks it 
is important for the man in that position to 
be young enough to travel during the 
student-athlete evaluation process. Hale 
wanted to discuss it because he did not 
want to relinquish his duties as an assis- 
tant coach on the field, where last year he 
worked with defensive ends. Perkins was 
warm to that thought and handed his 
youthful assistant coach the responsibility 
of working with tight ends. 

“That satisfied my needs and his 
needs," said Hale, whose relative youth 
and unquestionable vigor serve him well 
in both capacities. ‘I was surprised to get 
this opportunity. I'm delighted with it. | feel 
extremely fortunate because, for one 
thing, I’ve always dreamed of coaching at 
Alabama. As a kid (in Columbus, Georgia) 
| respected Alabama. This place is tops in 
tradition. 

“When Coach Bryant offered me the 
opportunity to come here, | jumped at the 
chance. When Coach Perkins offered me 
the chance to stay here, well, | didn't 
hesitate a second before saying | would. 
There are few places like Alabama where 
it comes to mixing football with academ- 
ics and the social aspects of college life. 
You can count them all on one hand, and 
there's not another like Alabama in this 
part of the country.” 


tis interesting that the one person most 

likely to dispute that claim at this time is 
Auburn Coach Pat Dye, who had much to 
do with Hale feeling that way in the first 
place. Dye coached Hale four years at 
East Carolina, where he worked before 
moving to Wyoming and then to Auburn, 
and he thought so much of his physical 
and mental abilities that he hired him to 
coach there under him two years. Six 
years of partnership leaves both of them 
with mutual respect and a warm relation- 
ship, but those fires of intrastate competi- 
tion often become almost too hot to bear. 

Hale is full of Alabama, no doubt about 
that. 

Dye has stated that he learned a lot 
working eight years for the Crimson Tide 
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‘Steve Hale loves the challenge of working on the field. 


under Coach Bryant. 

“There's no doubt that Coach Dye had 
a major influence on me,” said Hale. ‘I'm 
thankful | had the chance to work under 
him as a player and as an assistant coach. 
| respect him a lot, too. It's a little strange 
now, | guess, but so much of the philoso- 
phy he used at East Carolina was based 
‘on the things he learned here working for 
Coach Bryant. | noticed that a lot of the 
things he said there were the same as the 
things Coach Bryant said here for all 
those years. 

“That tells me a lot about Alabama foot- 
ball. 

“Also, if you'll think about it you'll 
realize I've been associated with Alabama 
types every place I've been. Coach Dye 
had Alabama training. Then | worked for 
(former Alabama player and now Clemson 
coach) Danny Ford for two years, and that 
was after he worked for (former Alabama 
player and now Florida coach) Charley 
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Pell at both Virginia Tech and Clemson. 
Last year | finally got to work for the man 
who taught all of those people so much 
(Coach Bryant), and now I'm working for a 
man who played at Alabama and loves 
Alabama as much as any of the others. 

“In other words, before arriving here 
last year | had never been to Tuscaloosa, 
but the people | had worked with had all 
come through here. For as long as | can 
remember I've heard people say, ‘This is 
the way we did it at Alabama,’ and I've 
never thought there was a better way of 
doing things.”’ 


n summary, a new regime is on hand at 

Alabama, bringing with it new faces, 
new approaches to parts of the game and 
new hopes for the future, but those time- 
tested methods that have meant so much 
to the sustaining of Crimson Tide tradition 
and success remain intact. 

Sleeves are rolled up, Knuckles are 
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scraped. Noses are against grindstones. 
And, doubt it not, Perkins is leading his ar- 
my into battle. 

“Working for Coach Perkins has al- 
ready taught me a lot,” said Hale, ‘‘par- 
ticulary in the area of work habits. When it 
comes to organization the man doesn't 
leave a stone unturned. He does every- 
thing with the same degree of intensity, 
full speed ahead. His knowledge of the 
game can't be questioned. His stamina is 
unbelievable. It’s awesome what he can 
get done ina day, It's a treat watching him 
and working alongside him. 

“In fact, this whole organization has me 
excited. Everybody is anxious to get into 
another season. It’s both inspiring and ex- 
citing knowing the entire nation is watch- 
ing Alabama, waiting to see what we can 
do with this program. In athletics you 
don't rest on your laurels from the past. 
The only thing that really matters is what 
you're getting done now, and that kind of 
thinking has helped us discover renewed 
dedication in this program. 

“Not only is our coaching staff made up 
of intelligent men who know their football, 
it's made up of doers, men who aren't 
afraid to sacrifice in order to win. Every- 
body is dedicated to Alabama." 

Hale displayed his dedication to his 
chosen profession just after graduating at 
East Carolina. He attended school think- 


ing he would become a successful law- 
yer—he majored in psychology and 
minored in history—but jumped at the 
chance to coach after receiving an invita- 
tion from Dye. 

He explains: ‘After graduating | de- 
cided to work a year at East Carolina just 
to see if | could leave football behind. | 
found out quickly that | couldn't, It was in 
my blood to coach. | knew that after my 
first few days on the practice field. All of 
my career goals are in that area now."" 

The degree in psychology? 

“Having a major in psychology and a 
minor in history only means that I'm great 
at a cocktail party, but | can't get a decent 
(related) job,” said Hale. ‘Does training in 
psychology help me as a coach? Nope, 
not at all. You leave the psychology in the 
books. It's pure theory, that's all. We're 
talking about dealing with several dif- 
ferent types of individuals while coaching. 
We're talking about people, not mice, but 
we are talking about blending a bunch of 
different people into a team that's willing 
to make the necessary sacrifices to win." 


hen it comes to people who are 
willing to make sacrifices, nobody 
can doubt the dedication of Miss Kathy 
Raines of Columbus, Georgia. A former 
runner-up in a Miss Georgia Pageant and 
a successful personnel manager at a 
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large bank, she will on March 3 become 
Mrs. Steve Hale. She has patiently waited 
for that day for almost 11 years, since 
they started dating and became high 
school sweethearts 

“We're both goal-oriented people,” 
said Hale, ‘‘and we've just recently de- 
cided that the time is now right for us to 
get married. We've decided Tuscaloosa 
would make an ideal place to start."” 

A gala wedding is planned, a formal af- 
fair to be staged on a night less than a 
month after Hale and other Alabama staff 
members are scheduled to harvest an- 
other group of student-athletes for the 
Crimson Tide program. 

“Once we set the date, | went to ask 
Coach Perkins if he thought it'd be okay 
for me to get married and then take a 
week or so off for our honeymoon,"’ Hale 
said. ''He told me that'd be fine, a good 
time between the (February 8) national 
signing day for prospects and the start of 
spring practice. Now I'll die if we've got 
some prospects still unsigned when 
March 3 rolls around. It'll be hard to ex- 
plain to Kathy, huh?” 

Oh yeah, Hale also told Perkins that he 
will be available for recruiting or coaching 
duty March 3 in the event his services are 
needed. 

Without blinking an eye, Perkins told 
him he would keep that in mind. 
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Walter Lewis: 


A Spark, 
A Flame, 
A FIRE! 


by Al Browning 


hen Walter Lewis has thrown his last 

pass, when his football playing 
career is over, students of his life might 
look back and say, ‘‘By golly, some youth- 
league coach in Brewton, Alabama sure 
did recognize talent when he first dis- 
covered it.” 

In part, that is the case, because it was 
when Lewis was nine years old that some- 
body in South Alabama made him a quar- 
terback. 

“| had played middle linebacker for the 
Brewton Midgets the year before,”’ Lewis 
said. ‘| was eight years old and playing in 
a youth league for boys 10 and 11 years 
old, But | was happy to play—a little pack 
of dynamite—and defense was okay with 
me. They did try to put me at defensive 
tackle, though, and | refused to rush the 
passer. All | wanted to do was drop back 
and try for an interception,” 

In another way, a major one, the man 
who first put Lewis at quarterback was not 
so prophetic. It would have taken an ig- 
norant man not to make that decision, 
because by then the entire nation had an 
idea the young kid who had made his foot- 
ball debut tackling opponents from such 
rival teams as East Brewton, Atmore, and 
Myrtle Grove, Florida, was adept when it 
came to taking a football in his right hand 
and throwing it great distances with un- 
canny accuracy. 

A linebacker in the fall of 1968, Lewis 
became the national Punt, Pass and Kick 
champion in January of 1969, which 
was—and University of Alabama football 
fans can take heart in this—the same 
month and year that Joe Namath quarter- 
backed the New York Jets to a dramatic 
Super Bowl victory over the Baltimore 
Colts. ‘‘Broadway Joe" turned his trick in 
the Orange Bowl in Miami, while ‘‘Escam- 
bia County Walter" did his thing in the Los 


The man in charge of the Alabama offense on the field 

this season is more mature and ready for what lies 

ahead. Walter Lewis has learned his lessons well. 
Joel Barnes Photo 


Angeles Coliseum. Both feats were on na- 
tional television. 

Namath earned fame and fortune. 

Lewis earned a new positon—(ugh!) 
quarterback. 

“| wanted to be a running back,"’ Lewis 
said. 

Namath, who could certainly throw a 
football, could also run, gimpy knees or 
not, because he seized opportunity and 
galloped with it. 

Lewis, meanwhile, tasted youthful fame 
and was not experienced enough to chew 
it. 


“My Punt, Pass and Kick championship 
was something big in Brewton,"’ Lewis 
said, a grin on his face, “but | was pretty 
much unaware what was happening. | 
was too young to understand, | guess. 
Nothing much fazed me, 

"When we (his mother, Jewell, and his 
father, Jake) arrived in Pensacola (Florida) 
on the return flight from Los Angeles, it 
seemed like everybody in the world was at 
the airport to greet us. A huge motorcade 
led us home from the airport, but about all 
| thought about it was that it took a shorter 
time to drive from Pensacola to Brewton 
than usual, They had Walter Lewis Day in 
Brewton, Everybody gathered at the 
courthouse, everybody in town, and high 
school bands were there from T. R. Miller 
(which would become his school), W. S. 
Neal and Southern Normal. 

“Guess what | was thinking through all 
of that? | was thinking how | had missed 
my big chance. | had always thought it 
was neat how some kids got to make tele- 
vision commercials . . . you know, milk 
and things like that. There was a famous 
newslady in Pensacola, a television per- 
sonality, who had come to the airport to 
interview me, But just before we started to 
talk, her equipment broke. There went my 
chance. 

“Really, the magnitude of winning the 
Punt, Pass and Kick thing is just now mak- 
ing an impact on me. | won over millions 
of kids my age. And when | think about it, 
which | do from time to time, | would still 
love to make a television commercial. | 
think that would be neat."" 

How does Brute sound, Walter? 

Pantyhose? 

A popcorn popper? 

Yes, those things meant dough for 
Joe—and if Alabama Coach Ray Perkins 
knows his business, Lewis might someday 
have equal opportunity when it comes to 
endorsements, 


t this the dawning of his final season 
as quarterback at Alabama, Lewis ap- 
pears ready to achieve the greatness pre- 
dicted for him when he signed a Crimson 
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“Pm glad | have a chance 
to stimulate that tradi- 


tion. It gives me a 
chance to do something 
that will bring recogni- 
tion to my school. I’m 
representing my school, 
my coach, my team- 
mates, Alabama fans 


and myself. | want to rep- 
resent all of those well.” 


Tide grant-in-aid. Maturity is now an asset 
for him, not an intangible that, through no 
fault of his, was once lacking and there- 
fore was an opponent in clutch situations 
on the football field. Because Perkins was 
hired to replace Coach Bryant, he finds 
himself at the trigger position in an of- 
fense that not only is tailor-made for his 
passing, running and scrambling skills, 
but is one, says his coach, built around his 
abilities. His supporting cast is super—an 
experienced offensive line (finally), a host 
of talented pass receivers, and a bevy of 
able running backs, all accented and 
taught by coaches who rank among the 
best in the nation, 

If Namath had had those things to work 
with in New York, there is no telling what 
he would have accomplished as a pro, 

If John Elway had had all of those things 
to work with last year at Stanford, well, his 
greatness as a quarterback would have 
probably become super-greatness. 

Elway, if you have been out of the coun- 
try, was picked first in the last NFL draft of 
college talent. He is considered by many 
people to be the finest quarterback to 
ever play at the college level. That is why 
Perkins shocked so many people at the 
end of spring practice when he studied a 
scrimmage in which HIS quarterback 
passed for more than 500 yards and ran 
for almost 200 yards and said, ‘'Seeing 
Walter Lewis from a distance and having 
worked with him through spring practice, 
the only thing he doesn't have that John 
Elway has is two inches of height. (Lewis 
is 6-foot-1, 210 pounds.) | don't want to 
build him up as a superman, but he's a 
great athlete with enormous talent. He 
has no shortcomings as a quarterback. 
He has all the qualities—the ability to get 
himself out of trouble, the ability to think 
under pressure. And just as important, 


he's a super individual. He's one of the 
most pleasurable players |’ve ever 
worked with, if not the most. No doubt, he 
ranks up there among the best quarter- 
backs in the country . . . among all 
players, actually.”’ 

All this Heisman Trophy-like fanfare 
comes for Lewis after three years in 
which praise was only sporadically afford- 
ed him, after a series of ups and downs on 
the football field that left Alabama fans 
pretty much indecisive about his merits as 
a winning quarterback. Again, many of his 
shortcomings, as few as they have been, 
are not the direct result of anything he has 
done or failed to do. He has developed, for 
sure, under less than ideal circum- 
stances. 


n retrospect, Lewis’ numbers are not 

bad. He has completed 55 percent of his 
Passes for 2,266 yards. He has rushed for 
1,095 yards, which is impressive when 
you consider his losses by way of sacks. 
Last season he completed 102 of 164 
passes, 62 percent, for 1,515 yards. His 
combined yardage, passing and running 
was 2,087, which is only 70 yards short of 
the single-season school record estab- 
lished by former quarterback Scott 
Hunter. 

In short, Lewis has himself in a position 
to place his name alongside Pat Tram- 
mell, Namath, Steve Sloan, Kenny 
Stabler, Terry Davis, Richard Todd, Jeff 
Rutledge, Steadman Shealy and others 
who have made the position of quarter- 
back such a glowing fixture at Alabama. 

“I'm glad | have a chance to stimulate 
that tradition,’’ said Lewis. ‘‘It gives me a 
chance to do something that will bring 
recognition to my school. I'm represent- 
ing my school, my coach, my teammates, 
Alabama fans and myself. | want to repre- 
sent all of those well. 

“| felt myself jelling as a quarterback 
last season. | felt us jelling as a team dur- 
ing spring practice. | don't have a crystal 
ball, so | can't predict what might happen, 
but we've been in contention for national 
championships every year I've been here, 
even last year before we went into that 
slump, and | think we can contend again 
this year. 

“'|'ve learned a lot the last three years. 
I've learned a lot about people, and |'ve 
learned even more about Walter Lewis. | 
think all of those lessons are going to be 
helpful to me this year,”’ 

\f Alabama is to regain national promi- 
nence this season, it appears Lewis will 
serve as Pied Piper. He has glowing quali- 
ties beyond his athletic abilities. 

He is soft-spoken, although more open 
now than in past years, and he has a 
charming disposition made more pleasur- 
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able by a quick smile. ‘'I idolize (pro 
basketball star) Julius Erving, Dr. J, 
because he's a class individual, as well as 
a super talent.” 

He is smart, an engineering major who 
has earned all-Southeastern Conference 
Academic laurels. He was late for an 
interview once because he became 
fascinated by a new computer and spent 
hours doodling with it. ‘I'm here to get an 
education. A good one has been offered 
me. I'd be foolish not to do my part to get 
it” 

He is a leader, a contributor, who is 
serving on the NCAA Long-Range Plan- 
ning Committee as one of two student- 
athlete representatives. ‘That has been 
enlightening, because not only have | 
learned, hopefully, I've helped." 

Confidence? Yes, at last, but not at the 
expense of his modest demeanor—not 
even after his bewildering final perform- 
ance during spring practice and the 
subsequent words of praise provided by 
his coach. 

“When Coach Perkins compared me to 
John Elway, that was very surprising to 
me,”’ said Lewis. “I'd never make such a 
comparison, but I’m sure Coach Perkins 
knows a lot about Elway since he coached 
in the NFL last year. I'm sure Coach 
Perkins knows how to evaluate people, so 
I'll accept the compliment. | won't back 
down from the challenge, either, because 
| think the only thing that can hold me 
back now is myself. 

“Yes, I'm more confident now than 
ever before. Confidence plays an impor- 
tant role in success, | think, and I've 
known for a long time that Walter Lewis 
has a lot of ability. | just want to get the 
most out of me. That's the goal. | know if 
Walter Lewis plays well, then Alabama 
has a chance to do some great things this 
season. It'll always be my team above my- 
self for me, but everybody has to contrib- 
ute. The national championship is the 
team goal, as it always is at Alabama, and 
| have some personal goals, too. I’ve got 
them written down. I'll take a look at them 
again January 2. 

“When | left the stadium after our last 
scrimmage of the spring, | was anxious to 
keep going. | hated to see spring practice 
end, because | could sense that good 
things were starting to happen with our of- 
fense, and | could sense good things start- 
ing to happen for me. That last scrimmage 
(more than 600 yards in total offense for 
him) left me excited. | was in the groove, 
passing and running, and I'm expecting a 
carry-over from it this fall. | found myself 
doing things I'd never done before. Now | 
know | can do those things to help our 
team. The thing now is continued improve- 
ment, then the transfer from the practice 


ane 


is 
." 
s. 


Yes, Walter Lewis might run some in 1983. Past opponents know he is adept when doing so by design or by the 


scramble. 


field to our games.” 
an Lewis have 11 games like that one 
practice? 

“Yes, it could happen,” Lewis said. ‘‘l 
had a lot more snaps in that scrimmage 
than |'ll get in a game, so that kind of pro- 
duction is unrealistic, but comparable 
things could happen. The big thing is that | 
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thoroughly enjoyed that scrimmage. 
That's important. I'm going out there this 
season and have some fun playing foot- 
ball, be creative, just like | did when | 
played sandlot ball in Brewton as a kid. 
Football can be fun and successful. That's 
what I'm expecting at Alabama this 
season." 
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September Opponents: 


After last season, when Alabama posted an 8-4 record, 
fans and opponents are wondering if the Crimson Tide is 
losing its touch. It is indeed a year of great anticipation 
and some apprehension in Tuscalosa. The first month of 
the season will indeed answer a lot of questions. Georgia 
Tech, Ole Miss, Vanderbilt and, on the first day of October, 


Memphis State are waiting. 


by Kirk McNair 


here has been a great deal of attention 

focused on Alabama's football pro- 
gram because of the arrival of Coach Ray 
Perkins, the change of the offense, and 
the rebuilding effort that is under way 
after an 8-4 season. Much of this attention 
comes from opposing college coaches 
whose teams will be playing the Crimson 
Tide this year. On the other side of the 
coin, Alabama success will be partly 


dependent upon the quality of the opposi- 
tion, 


Although pre-season practice has not 
been completed (which means injuries 
and freshmen could alter these outlooks), 
here's a look at Bama opponents through 
September (plus October 1 foe Memphis 
State). *BAMA subscribers will receive 
updates on opponents in newsletters. 
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GEORGIA TECH 
1:30 p.m. September 10 
Birmingham 


eorgia Tech returns 47 lettermen 

from Coach Bill Curry’s best team 
(this is his fourth year as head coach of 
the Yellow Jackets) and the Engineers 
also feel they have had three consecutive 
good recruiting efforts. Any talk of Tech 
must begin with junior tailback Robert 
Lavette, who led the Atlantic Coast Con- 
ference in rushing with 1,208 yards last 
year. Lavette also scored 114 points— 
second most in ACC history—and caught 
25 passes, high for Tech. Statistically, 
he’s the top returning junior in the nation, 
fourth among all returnees, 

Lavette, who runs a 4.5 40, broke into 
college football in a big way in Birming- 
ham in 1981, as most Bama followers are 
aware. He scored two touchdowns, in- 
cluding the game-winner, as Tech record- 
ed its only victory of the year, 24-21 over 
Alabama, In last year's 45-7 win, Bama 
held Lavette to 32 yards on eight carries. 

Tech returns some other power in its 
“I"" backfield formation, Ronny Cone, a 
6-1, 223-pound fulloack who missed all of 
last year with a knee injury after starting in 
1980 and 1981, is back at full speed. 

At quarterback, senior Stu Rogers, 6-2, 
200-pound southpaw, emerged from 
spring training as the top choice to 
replace Jim Bob Taylor. Rogers saw only 
limited action last year, playing in seven 
games and completing 12 of 30 passes 
(with three interceptions and no touch- 
downs). Although the record doesn't in- 
dicate it, Rogers is described by Tech as 
“an above average passer and a solid 
runner.’" 

The receiving corps returns its top five 
performers from last year, including all 
three starters. Senior Ken Whisenhunt 
(6-3, 232) and junior Gary Wilkins (6-1, 
232) shared the tight end spot last fall, 
managing 34 receptions between them. 
Wilkins had five catches against Alabama. 
Senior Jeff Keisler (13 catches) is back at 


Robert Lavette has been overshadowed in the state of 
Georgia the past two years by another running back, 
but the Georgia Tech tailback has impressive creden- 
tials. Last year he led the ACC in rushing with 1,208 
yards. Georgia Tech Photo 
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Ole Miss quarterback Kent Austin threw for a dozen touchdowns last year, including two in a losing cause against 


‘Alabama. He also set a school record for most completions in a season as a sophomore last year. 


flanker, while at split end senior Mike Har- 
rington (13 catches) and junior Darrell 
Norton (eight catches) will again split 
time 


Last year Tech gave up an average of 
26 points a game and the Engineers are 
expecting to be better defensively this 
year. Georgia Tech uses a five-man front 
on defense, calling its front men nose- 
guard, end (two) and outside linebacker 
(two). There are two inside linebackers, 
four defensive backs. 

Tide opponents this year must be more 
concerned about their secondary play 
than in the days of the Alabama wishbone, 
and Tech has some legitimate concerns. 


(le Miss Photo 


OLE MISS 
1:30 p.m. September 17 
Tuscaloosa 


here are two new head football 

coaches in the Southeastern Confer- 
ence this year, one of them being Billy 
Brewer at Mississippi. Brewer followed 
Steve Sloan into pretty much an empty 
cupboard. Although 40 lettermen return 
from last year's 4-7 team (no SEC vic- 
tories), only four offensive and five defen- 
sive starters are back and the kicking 
game must be rebuilt. 

On a positive note, the Rebels return a 
top quarterback in Kent Austin, who 
passed for school record completions 
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(186) and yards (2,026) in 1982. He also 
set two SEC one-game marks, 37 comple- 
tions against Tennessee and 94.7 percent 
passing (18 of 19) against Tulane. And the 
Rebels have a quality back-up man in Kel- 
ly Powell. 

Ole Miss admits having intent to fill the 
air with footballs this fall in a pro-style of- 
fense, Three of last year's four leading re- 
ceivers are back, beginning with senior 
tailback Buford McGee, who led the team 
with 42 receptions. Returning starter 
James Harbour at flanker had 35 catches, 
while junior tight end Michael Smith had 
23. Also back is junior split end Timmy 
Moffett, who had 11 receptions last year. 

McGee and soph Nathan Wonsley are 
the top returning tailbacks, but Wonsley 
has seen action in only one varsity game. 
Junior Arthur Humphrey is expected to 
move up to number one fullback this fall, 
although an interesting positon change for 
the Rebels is that of senior Steve Hendrix 
(6-2, 233), who has moved from guard to 
fullback following a redshirt season. 

Rebuilding the offensive line will be a 
major undertaking with only senior guard 
John Allen (225) returning in the tackle-to- 
tackle spots. Starting positions in the of- 
fensive line are far from set. Senior Jeff 
Campbell (268) and junior Mark Friedrich- 
sen (250) ran with the first unit in the 
spring at tackle spots, as did junior center 
Wayne Pierce (248). 

Defensively the Rebels lost four of their 
seven leading tacklers, and Coach Brewer 
has changed the defense from an even- 
man front to a five-man front. That has 
resulted in a number of experiments in 
position changes, including safety Barry 
Wilburn to cornerback, cornerback Eric 
Truitt to safety and tackle Arnold Seymour 
to noseguard. Other starters returning on 
defense, which Brewer feels is the Ole 
Miss strong point, are linebacker Thomas 
Hubbard (brother of former Tider, Colen- 
zo), tackle Andre Townsend, and end 
Freddie Nunn. Townsend and Nunn are 
considered all-star candidates, while Hub- 
bard was the leading tackler for the 
Rebels in 1981 and runner-up to Town- 
send last year. 

Brewer is expecting help from incoming 
freshmen in various areas, notably at 
punter. Ole Miss lost its punter, place- 
kicker and top punt return man. 


VANDERBILT 
7 p.m. September 24 
Nashville 


mong SEC teams turning in 8-4 rec- 
ords last year were the all-time win- 
ningest and all-time losingest league 
members, Alabama and Vanderbilt. Last 
year in Tuscaloosa the Tide held on for a 
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24-21 win against Vandy. The Commo- 
dores have to replace All-SEC quarter- 
back Whit Taylor, but Bama knows that 
Kurt Page was more than adequate last 
year. Taylor was injured against Bama 
and Page saw almost his entire season's 
activity against the Tide, completing 17 of 
35 passes for 223 yards and two touch- 
downs. 

Vanderbilt must also replace two All- 
America players, tight end Allama Math- 
ews and punter Jim Arnold. Among the 43 
returning lettermen, though, are six offen- 
sive starters, eight defensive regulars, 
and placekicker Ricky Anderson, who will 
now handle punting duties as well. Addi- 
tionally, the Vandy defense returns nine of 
11 backup men. 

The defense is led by safety Manuel 
Young and cornerback Leonard Coleman. 
William Thomas leads at strong safety and 
soph Kermit Sykes at the other corner- 
back spot. Tom Moore has been moved 
from strong safety to linebacker and will 
be starting for his third season. Bob 
O'Connor will be the other outside 
linebacker if his off-season knee surgery 
permits. The inside linebacker spots will 
go to Jeff McFerra and Steve McCoy, the 
“Irish Brigade." 


Willie Twyford is an all-star candidate at 
defensive tackle. The other tackle spot 
should go to another off-season knee sur- 
gery victim, Steve Wade. Karl Jordan, a 
two-year starter in the offensive line 
before sitting out last year, is moving to 
defensive tackle. Steve Bearden is an all- 


Alabama is one of the few teams aware of the ability of Vanderbilt quarterback Kurt Page. Whit Taylor was injured 
against Bama last year and Page came on to hit 17 of 35 passes, two for touchdowns, in what was basically his 
only action of the season, (GO GOLD Magazine Photo by Jim Brown 


star candidate at defensive end. Either 
John Windham or Glenn Watson is ex- 


pected to get the other spot. 

Vanderbilt's offense returns an almost 
anonymous leader. Tailback Keith Ed- 
wards led the pass-oriented Commodores 
in rushing last year (88 carries, 340 yards, 
three touchdowns). He also caught 43 
passes for 272 yards and one touchdown. 
Louie Stephenson is expected to be the 
fullback, although Vandy coach George 
Macintyre expects help from freshmen. 
Phil Roach returns at split end and Chuck 
Scott at flanker. They had 53 receptions 
between them last year. Carvel Massen- 
gale finished spring practice as top tight 
end. Tackle Rob Monaco and center Bill 
Fletcher (who played every non-kicking 
snap last year) are the leaders in the of- 
fensive line, which also includes returning 
starter Ken Sample at tackle. 


MEMPHIS STATE 
1:30 p.m. October 1 
Tuscaloosa 
M emphis State opens this season with 
a one-game winning streak, which 
doesn't seem like much until you consider 
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that until winning the final game of 1982 
the Tigers had the nation's longest losing 
streak. 

Offensively, Coach Rex Dockery ex- 
pects to have a new quarterback this 
year. Last year Trell Hooper, an upcoming 
junior, emerged from walk-on status to set 
Memphis State records for single season 
completions (112) and completion percen- 
tage (55.7). However, in the spring he fell 
to third behind Danny Sparkman and Page 
Belongy. The running backs (who are 
coached by former Bama offensive coor- 
dinator Jimmy Sharpe) will be all new. The 
Tigers lost seven runners to graduation. 
Jeff Womack, former player of the year 
among Tennessee preps, heads the list of 
possibilities at tailback, while Rozell Clay- 
ton—a converted linebacker—is number 
one at fullback. The four returning tail- 
backs are all coming off knee surgery. 
Two of the three receivers also graduated 
leaving only flanker Derrick Crawford (the 
Tigers’ leading receiver last year), who 
has moved to split end. Smokey Jordan 


will be the flanker, Darrell Nelson the tight 
end. All are seniors. 

The offensive line is considered a 
strong suit with both starting guards and 
tackles returning. Additionally, soph 
center David East saw plenty of action as 
a backup last year. In addition to starters 
Jeff Walker, Jim Thomas, Tom Dorian and 
Jack Oliver the Tigers have all top line 
backup men returning. 

Seven starters and a number of top 
backup performers return on defense, led 
by soph defensive end Tim Harris. An- 
other soph, Jeff Ellis (who also played 
basketball for the Tigers last year) is ex- 
pected to be the other defensive end. In- 
side linebacker Eric Fairs and outside 
linebacker Johnny Walker (who formerly 
played at Tennessee) head that corps. A 
half dozen lettermen will battle for the 
other two starting spots. The starting 
defensive tackles, Greg Montgomery and 
Mike MacKay, and former two-year 
starter Cedric Wright all return in the 
trenches. 
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History Of Alabama Athletics: 
That Bewitchi 


ing second from scoreboard clocks. 


. i 


el * 
Alabama fans were breathing heavily and chanting happily with every flicker- 


idnight was approaching. It was late in the 


ng Night In 1969 


fourth quarter, and Archie Manning and his Ole Miss teammates helplessly sat and 


watched. The Crimson Tide was near the conclusion of a one-point victory that | 


would be talked about for decades. The epic tale of Scott Hunter and Manning re- 
mains vivid in the minds of people who saw it, some who merely listened to it. 


by Al Browning 


mid all the offensive fireworks that 
took place on the football field at 
Legion Field in Birmingham on the night of 
October 4, 1969, the evening the Univer- 
sity of Alabama defeated Ole Miss 33-32, 
guess what made the most impact on 
Scott Hunter, the Crimson Tide quarter- 
back who outdueled his individual oppo- 
nent, Archie Manning? 
A block made by Alabama halfback 
Johnny Musso. 
No kidding. 
Now this was a history-making, dra- 
matic and highly emotional event—the 


debut of prime time television for college 
football, so much offense that the show 
ran more than four hours from its opening 
kickoff until Alabama finally stopped the 
Rebels from scoring late in the fourth 
quarter to ensure the win, and tears run- 
ning down the dirty, freckled face of Man- 
ning at the end. But after all these years a 
block sticks out most in the mind of 
Hunter. 

Of course, THE block did come on the 
play on which Alabama scored its game- 
deciding touchdown—Red Right 56, 
Come Back In, an 18-yard pass from 
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‘Scott Hunter (left) gave Alabama fans many memora- 
ble moments as a quarterback. Former fullback Dave 
Brungard shared at least one. 

University of Alabama Photo 


Hunter to split end George Ranager on a 
fourth-down, 13-yards-to-go play late in 
the fourth quarter 

“Musso might have turned in the most 
super-human play I've seen,’ said 
Hunter, a sportscaster and television per- 
sonality at WKRG in Mobile, Alabama. "'I'll 
never forget that block as long as | live. 

“Musso was assigned to the outside 
linebacker on the play. He was supposed 
to turn the linebacker out when he rushed 
so | could stay in the pocket and make the 
pass, But Ole Miss rushed the inside line- 
backer, too, a blitz, and nobody touched 
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the guy. Somehow, Musso saw the inside 
linebacker charging at me, and just as | 
was about to throw the football up for 
grabs downfield, he made an unbelievable 
move. In one motion he twisted his body 
and lunged at the guy. He hit him at the 
knees and cut him down like a sickle 
swinging through grain. | took two more 
steps back, got set and passed the foot- 
ball to Ranager, who avoided their defen- 
sive halfback and scored. 

“Musso made a super-human play, 
both physically and mentally. It went un- 
noticed. I've never seen anything written 
about it.’” 

Perhaps Musso, who ranks as one of 
the greatest runners in Alabama history— 
overall players, too, for that matter—was 
just trying to do something to make up for 
the lack of yardage he got that night on 
the ground. Running was pretty much 
non-existent in the game, although the 
Crimson Tide did have back-to-back runs 
to score a touchdown just before halftime, 
and the passing of Hunter and Manning 
was incredibly successful. The former at- 
tempted 29 passes and completed 22 for 
300 yards and one big touchdown.The lat- 
ter attempted 52 passes and completed 
33 for 436 yards and two touchdowns. 

ABC-TV ranks the game among its 10 
greatest all-time. 


unter, who is a color commentator for 

CBS-TV games, compares the game 
to a fairy tale that gets better with age, 
although the realness of the event cannot 
be questioned. 

“| think the millions of people who have 
talked about the game all these years 
have made it a true classic,"’ Hunter said. 
“As legend grows, it grows. Since leaving 
Alabama in 1970, I've been to New York, 
to Disneyland, to Vietnam and to a lot of 
other places, and every place I've been 


a) 
Archie Manning 


24 


Scott Hunter 


people have wanted to talk about that 
game. It seems to have stuck in the hearts 
and minds of a lot of football fans from a 
lot of different places. 

“It was somewhat strange the way 
things developed. First, neither team had 
distinctive seasons, the kind you expect 
from Alabama and Ole Miss, so ABC didn't 
have the kind of appeal it would have 
liked. What ABC had, at least on the sur- 
face, was just another heated backyard 
squabble in the Deep South. It turned out 
to be more, of course, and | doubt any- 
body could have written a better script. 

“A lot of weird things happened in that 
game.” 

Yes, but what happened during the 
game, although a lot of it was dramatic 
and funny, should never take precedent 
over what happened the Thursday after 
the fireworks. It was announced early that 
week that Manning had been named 
Associated Press National Player of the 
Week, that Hunter had finished second in 
the balloting. 

“Two days after Archie received that 
award, | received a letter from him," said 
Hunter. ‘I've still got it. It's three pages 
long. In that letter he was apologetic 
about receiving the honor. He said he felt 
embarrassed by the award, that Ole Miss 
had lost to Alabama, that | should have 
won it. | knew before then that Archie was 
a class individual, but... well. . , that 
showed me something about him. 

“Not only was he a classy competi- 
tor—he still is, for that matter—he was 
obviously an enormously talented college 
quarterback. That night against us he was 
unreal, for sure. |'m just delighted we 
were able to put it together on the same 


night. Seldom do you see that happen." 

It was in the second half that things 
started clicking offensively for both 
teams. The halftime score was 14-7, Ala- 
bama leading because Ranager made a 
70-yard run to the Ole Miss 25-yard line, 
then flanker Bubba Sawyer made a touch- 
down run on the next play. That happened 
in the final minutes of the second quarter, 
after the Crimson Tide had been backed 
up to its goal line by a punt. 

While Ranager scored the game- 
deciding touchdown, the top receiver for 
Alabama that night was David Bailey, who 
caught nine passes for 115 yards. 

“All of our receivers were spectacular 
that night,"’ said Hunter, ‘‘and | felt great. 
From a performance standpoint, | don't 
think I've been in a finer game. Both 
teams were clicking. | just took the foot- 
ball and threw it, then threw it some more, 
and our guys kept catching it. | could have 
put it (the football) through a keyhole that 
night."” 

BC-TV cameras swirled, as did the 

hearts of fans, and the network might 
have made a mistake by not having micro- 
phones on the Alabama sideline. It was 
there that a show equally entertaining to 
the one on the field took place. 

Lend an ear to Hunter: 

(The stars—Coach Bryant and Coach 
Ken Donahue) 

“As | was sitting on the bench resting, | 
wasn't paying that much attention to what 
was going on on the field. All | could hear 
were roars of approval from the Ole Miss 
fans across the way. | could see the foot- 
ball flying through the air, so | figured 
Archie had them moving up the field 
again. You know, they only stopped us 
from scoring once in the second half and 
we only stopped them twice, the last two 
times they had the football. Anyway, | 
looked up and saw Coach Bryant running 
down the sideline toward Coach Dona- 
hue. He was mad. He screamed, ‘Ken, 
what kind of defense are we in?' Coach 
Donahue hesitated, The next thing | heard 
was Coach Bryant firing him, telling him to 
get off the field, that he was finished at 
Alabama. He fired him on the spot, then 
forgot that he'd said it."" 

(The stars—Coach Bryant and Coach 
Jimmy Sharpe) 

“| also remember Coach Bryant getting 
so upset about our pass rush, or lack of it, 
that he hollered for Coach Sharpe to put 
Frankie McClendon in the game. McClen- 
don had played at Alabama five years 
earlier, or something like that, but Coach 
Bryant kept hollering for him. Coach 
Sharpe finally said, ‘Coach, McClendon 
graduated a few years ago,’ and Coach 
Bryant said, ‘Ah, hell, Jimmy, | knew 
that!''"" 
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(The Star—Coach Bryant) 

“It was pretty exciting on the sideline, 
and Coach Bryant was smoking like crazy. 
He kept going through those unfiltered 
cigarettes. Ole Miss was driving for 
another touchdown when | saw him put 
the end that had been lit in his mouth, then 
frantically try to light the wet end that had 
been in his mouth. The burned end was 
stuck to his lip when he finally forgot 
about lighting the cigarette, and it kind of 
dangled there for several plays.”’ 

(The stars—Hunter, Musso and 
Ranager, certainly not Coach Bryant, 
Coach Sharpe and Coach Steve Sloan) 

“Just before we scored the winning 
touchdown, with Ole Miss leading 32-27, 
we called a timeout. It was fourth down 
with a lot of yardage to go. | had to have a 
play, | went to the sideline to confer with 
Coach Bryant. He turned to Coach Sharpe 
and asked him what we should do. Coach 
Sharpe got on the telephone to the press 
box and asked Coach Sloan what we 
should do, Nobody had a play. Then the 
Official came to the sideline and said, 
‘Okay, men, the commercial is over 
You're out of time.’ | started back to the 
huddle, and | could hear Coach Bryant 
screaming, ‘Scott, run the best thing 
you've got!’ 

“After the game, during the celebra- 
tion, | asked Coach Sloan what happened 
on that fourth-down play, why he didn't 
give us an answer. He said when Coach 
Sharpe asked him, he threw down the 
headphone and said, ‘Lord, what do you 
want us to do?’ Then he laughed and said, 
‘| guess the timeout was too short for The 
Lord to give us His answer.’ " 


(The star—Manning) 

“In the third quarter Ole Miss had the 
football on third down at our four-yard line. 
| was standing by Coach Bryant, who said, 
‘Yep, come on defense, if we can stop 
‘em here we've got 'em.’ And | was stand- 
ing there thinking, ‘Oh no, Coach Bryant, 
not tonight, not the way Archie has his 
team going. To me, those four yards are 
like a gimmie putt in golf.’ Sure enough, 
Archie ran around end for a touchdown on 
the next play—and Coach Bryant had a 
few choice things to say."” 


ans might have been more into the 
F game than coaches and players, as it 
seems, because millions stayed glued to 
their television sets until past midnight in 
the Central Time Zone, past 1 a.m. in the 
Eastern Time Zone, Among them was Joe 
Namath, the former Alabama quarter- 
back, who a few days later was the sub- 
ject of a character-scathing article in 
Playboy Magazine. 

From Hunter: ‘Namath was in his 
apartment in New York when the game 


started. With him was an editor from Play- 
boy, who had brought him proofs of the ar- 
ticle for his approval. He had editing 
rights. But Namath got interested in the 
game and never got around to reading the 
proofs. Finally, after the game ended the 
editor told Namath he had to get back to 
the office with the proofs. Namath told 
him to go on, that he was too tired to read 
them. Later, Namath wished he had taken 
the time. To this day, Namath blames 
Archie and me for that article being pub- 
lished the way it was." 

By the way, Coach Bryant had some- 
thing to say about that game last year. 
The subject of the conversation was Man- 
ning. Said the coach: ‘He had the ability 
to dominate a football game better than 
Joe Namath did. He certainly did that 
night, although we won it. Scott was 
something, too. It wasn't my kind of foot- 
ball game, particularly with the lack of 
defense, but it was a good one for fans."" 

Manning was not just a passer that 
night. He rushed for 104 yards, three 
touchdowns, giving him 540 yards in of- 
fense, and he termed it the finest game he 
has had. 

"That one game put me in the national 
picture as a quarterback,'’ Manning said. 
“Before that night | was a regional player. 
| went national losing to Scott Hunter. The 
game, | think, was the making of Archie 
Manning. 

“The memory of the game is vivid. I've 
done a lot of things since then, more than 
a decade with the (New Orleans) Saints. 
I've been all-pro. I've been most valuable 
player in the NFL. But | think people re- 
member Archie Manning more for that 
game than for anything else I've accom- 
plished. | went to Vietnam in 1973 for a 
USO tour, and that's all people wanted to 
talk about. | think everybody in the world 
either saw that game on television or 
listened to it on the radio, 

“It was a disappointing loss, for sure. 
When you get more than 600 yards as a 
team and don't win, what can you say? | 
cried when it was over because there 
wasn't anything else to do. | let the tears 
roll. | was totally spent. But the loss is not 
a bitter thing for me, because, as | said, it 
put me in the spotlight, Besides, we went 
on to the Sugar Bowl that year."’ 

The game was topsy turvy, no doubt 
about that, with Manning keeping Ole 
Miss in contention by passing the football 
to almost everybody in sight. The winning 
touchdown came with 3:42 remaining. 
Time expired with Ole Miss on the Ala- 
bama 49-yard line. 

“| never thought at halftime that our 14 
points would win the game,"' said Hunter. 

“| never considered us losing, not until 
it was over,’ said Manning. 
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For That 


Wayward 


Friend 


Perhaps you know someone 
who is a fan of some other col- 
lege football team. There are 
publications covering a number 
of the nation’s top college ath- 
letics programs, as BAMA does 
Alabama's. You may wish to 
send a gift subscription of one of 
these publications, or perhaps 
just let someone know about 
them. All are active members of 
the National Collegiate Sports 
Publications Association. Just 
write for subscription informa- 


tion. 


TIGERS (Auburn) 
P.0, Box 2686 
Auburn, AL 36831 


GO GOLD (Vanderbilt) 
P.O. Box 121553 
Nashville, TN 37212 


TIGER RAG (LSU) 
P.O. Box 16540-A 
Baton, Rouge, LA 70893 


GO IRISH (Notre Dame) 
P.O. Box 477 
Notre Dame, IN 46556 


VOLUNTEERS (Tennessee) 
130-A Stokely Center 
Knoxville, TN 37901 


BULL GATOR (Florida) 
P.O. Box 13512 
Gainesville, FL 32604 


GATOR BAIT (Florida) 
P.O. Box 14022 
Gainesville, FL 32604 


BUCKEYE LEAVES (Ohio State) 
P.O, Box 13210 
Columbus, OH 43213 


CAT'S PAUSE (Kentucky) 
P.O. Box 7257 
Lexington, KY 40522 


‘SPURS & FEATHERS (So. Car.) 
‘Suite 78, Capital Center 
Columbia, SC 29201 


ORANGE & WHITE (Clemson) 
P.O. Box 828 
Clemson, SC 23632 


SEC SPORTS JOURNAL 
1900 27th Ave. S. 
Birmingham, AL 35209 


National Collegiate 
Sports Publications 
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No Oscars, Please 

Alabama punter Malcolm Simmons bet- 
ter not attempt much acting after being 
rushed this season, as people of his posi- 
tion often do in efforts to prompt roughing 
penalties, A bad act by a punter will result 
in a 15-yard penalty against the kicking 
team. If the punter is roughed, the official 
will judge intent on the part of the violator, 
then penalize the guilty team either five 
yards or 15 yards, the latter resulting in an 
automatic first down. 

That is one of several new rules this 
season. 

Also. . 

Kick returners will be granted a two- 
yard buffer zone on all sides, meaning 
kick coverage people can’t enter that 
zone until the ball is caught. If there is 
contact within the buffer zone, the official 
will make a judgment of intent, then mark 
off either a 15-yard penalty or a five-yard 
penalty. 

The coin toss options have even been 
changed. The winning team will have the 
option to kick off or to receive at the start 
of the game or at the start of the second 
half. 

The greatest impact comes in the punt 
and kickoff coverage restrictions rule 
change. Two yards is a lot of ground with 
players as quick as they are today, so do 
not be surprised if punt returns are much 
longer than they were last season. 


13 Does Not Equal 8 

That lucrative television contract the 
Southeastern Conference announced for 
basketball this season is not so balanced 
when it comes to appearances by mem- 
ber teams. Alabama is more or less in the 
middle of the conference, in that regard, 
with eight games scheduled for television, 
plus the number of games it plays in the 
SEC Tournament and, hopefully, the 
NCAA Tournament, 

Kentucky leads the league in scheduled 
television appearances with 13, including 
non-conference games, and probably two 
more, provided its games against Indiana 
and Louisville are televised. 

LSU has 10 scheduled television 
games, including a non-conference game 
against North Carolina, 

Georgia and Auburn have nine sched- 
uled television games each, foliowed by 
Alabama, Ole Miss and Tennessee with 
eight each, Florida with seven and 
Vanderbilt with six. 

Alabama and Tennessee have the right 
to feel slighted, it would seem, because of 
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their respective success in the last 
decade, including the last few years. 

Alabama has scheduled television 
games at Kentucky, against Georgia, at 
LSU, at Ole Miss, against Kentucky, at 
Georgia, against LSU and at Mississippi 
State. 


Denee Fitzmorris 


Top Talent Secured 

University of Alabama women have 
grown by leaps and bounds nationally in 
the area of sports competition, and judg- 
ing from the signees secured in late 
spring, the Lady Crimson Tide will improve 
more. Tennis, track and golf scored big in 
recruiting. 

In tennis, Denee Fitzmorris and Phyllis 
Perrin have joined the Alabama program. 
Fitzmorris ranked 10th among 18-year- 
olds in Florida, and Perrin ranked 20th 
among 18-year-olds in the Mid-Atlantic 
Tennis Association. 

Fitzmorris is from Lake Park, Florida. 
Perrin, the sister of former Crimson Tide 
star Pat Perrin, hails from Richmond, 
Virginia. 

In track, Lisa Savell, a middle-distance 
and long-distance runner, and Michelle 
Dzyacky, a high jumper, have joined the 
Lady Crimson Tide. Savell, who lives in 
Mobile, won the 800, the mile and the two- 
mile in the Alabama High School State 
Championship Meet in 1983. Dzyacky, 


who hails from Merrillville, Indiana, won 
state titles in 1981, 1982 and 1983. She 
was named Indiana Athlete of the Year 
among high school competitors in 1981, 

In golf, Alabama has secured Vicki 
Crawford of Zephyrhills, Florida. Called 
“our diamond in the rough’’ by Lady Crim- 
son Tide Coach Lynn Kurth, she is a 
tournament-tested player with a reputa- 
tion of hitting the golf ball long and 
straight. 

“Diamond in the rough," by the way, is 
acomplimentary description, not a predic- 
tion of wild swings on the course. 


He can still hit 

Ooops! 

We all only thought David Magadan, the 
former Alabama baseball player, was the 
national batting champion this season. A 
check with the NCAA shows he batted 
.525, which was nothing to scoff at, and 
Greg Daniels of Alcorn State batted .545. 
In addition to finishing second in the bat- 
ting race, the Crimson Tide star finished 
second in RBI average with 95 (1.70), sec- 
ond in hits with 114, third in doubles 
average with 31 (0.55) and ninth in slug- 
ging percentage average (.829). 

He will be missed, for sure, as will Bret 
Elbin, who ranked tops in the nation in 
runs scored average with 88 (1.63) and 
fourth in walks average with 66 (1.22). 

Pitcher Alan Dunn of Alabama ranked 
eighth in strikeouts average per inning 
with 65, (1.1). 

As a team, the Crimson Tide ranked 
seventh in scoring average (8.9) and fifth 
in doubles average with 129 (2.26), 

Alabama, of course, finished second to 
Texas in the College World Series. 


A Coincidence, Of Course(?) 

It is interesting that Gene Bartow, the 
basketball coach at Alabama-Birming- 
ham, has scheduled a clinic in Birming- 
ham one week before Alabama Coach 
Wimp Sanderson has one scheduled 
there. Perhaps the two clinics fall that 
closely together by coincidence, but itis a 
fact that Sanderson has staged his clinic 
there at about the same time of the year 
for many years. 

Regardless, several noted basketball 
coaches will be on hand to lecture at the 
clinics. Sanderson has Hubie Brown of 
the New York Knicks, Bill Fitch, formerly 
of the Boston Celtics, Stan Morrison of 
Southern Cal, Norm Stewart of Missouri 
and Jim Brandenburg of Wyoming. Bar- 
tow has among his lecturing coaches Jim 
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Valvano of national champion North 
Carolina State and Hugh Durham of Final 
Four Tournament entry Georgia, the 
Southeastern Conference Tournament 
champion last season. 

The majority of proceeds from Sander- 
son's clinic go to the National Association 
of Basketball Coaches. 


Pressed Into Duty 

When the proposed coach for the 
American swim team in the Pan-American 
Games ran into personal problems, guess 
who was called to replace him? Don Gam- 
bril of Alabama, who next year will serve 
as coach of the United States swim team 
in the Olympic Games. 

Gambril, working on short notice, flew 
to Caracus, Venezuela for the opening 
ceremonies at the Pan-Am Games. Those 
were held August 14. 

Internationally known as a swim 
teacher, Gambril has brought invaluable 
distinction to the Crimson Tide athletic 
program. Obviously, more good things will 
happen in 1984. 


Best In The Nation 

A hearty flash of fame struck the Ala- 
bama Athletics Department twice in early 
August, when a couple of Crimson Tide 
baseball notables were named to honors. 

Barry Shollenberger was named Na- 
tional Coach of the Year by Baseball 
America. He led the Crimson Tide to a 
runnerup finish to Texas in the College 
World Series in June. 

David Magadan, a former Alabama first 
baseman now playing professionally in 
the New York Mets’ organization, was 
named National Player of the Year by 
Baseball America. 

Both of these men deserve tips of the 
cap from all of us. 


If You Can’t Beat Em... 

Coach Ray Perkins, who doubles as 
Alabama athletics director, was not 
pleased when Ole Miss informed the Crim- 
son Tide that it was going to break its foot- 
ball contract that covers the next four 
seasons, not counting this one. ‘'I'm ex- 
tremely disappointed that Ole Miss won't 
be playing us after this year," said 
Perkins. ‘“‘It's a great series. I’m from 
Mississippi. | don't like it."" 

Ole Miss, which has a 5-29-2 record 
against Alabama all-time, says it wanted 
to get out of its contract with the Crimson 
Tide because games played between the 
two schools do not count in Southeastern 
Conference standings, unless they are so- 
designated in the sporadic manner by 
which schedules are made. According to 
Perkins, the Rebels are paying Alabama 
for the right to get out of the games, 
although both schools will fill the created 
open dates with other opponents. 

The Crimson Tide and Ole Miss have 
played the last three seasons before this 
one. Also, they played each other in 
1974-77, and in 1964-71. 


“TE you believe in yourself 
and have dedication and 
pride—and never quit, you'll 
be a winner. The price of 
victory is high—but so are 
the rewards,” 


—Paul “Bear” Bryant 


What Is Alabama? 

The answer rests in the quotations seen 
here, the one above and one below. No, 
Coach Bryant did not instruct anybody to 
pick up on his quotation for marketing pur- 
poses, but his words of wisdom were 
often used in that manner. The Wall Street 
Journal even anchored an advertisement 
around some of his thoughts on ‘making 
things happen” on the football field and in 
life. Apparently, Alabama split end Joey 
Jones has learned something from his 
Crimson Tide experience. 

What is success? 

Jones, a senior, seems to know. 


SUCCESS 


Success is finishing what you planned 
from the beginning of eagerness; 
To dream of the rewards 
and of the happiness. 


Along the tough road to success, 
your confidence can grow thin, 

And before you know what is happening 
your eagerness can blow in the wind. 


But a champion never quits 
and lets nothing in his way. 

Yes, nothing can stop him 
Not even disappointment from a bad day. 


‘Once you surpass the pain 
your confidence shoots high, 

There is a smile on your face 
and you know exactly why. 


You have accomplished your goal 
without being a sinner, 

There is no better feeling 
than to know you are a WINNER! 


Joey Jones 
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Tribute 

Speaking of Coach Bryant, it should not 
be overlooked that the University of Ala- 
bama Athletics Department had a banner 
year during his final term as athletics 
director, although his football team did not 
live up to preseason expectations. 

An annual survey conducted by The 
Knoxville Journal newspaper, in which 
athletics departments across the country 
are awarded points for achievement, 
ranked Alabama sixth in the nation in 
overall excellence in 1982-83. The leading 
factors in that finish, of course, were na- 
tional finishes in baseball, track and swim- 
ming, second, third and fifth, respectively. 

Coach Bryant took pride in the overall 
accomplishments of the Alabama Athlet- 
ics Department, and, while he would have 
favored being number one, Crimson Tide 
stature in 1982-83 will remain a symbol to 
his greatness as a leader. 


Guards Down 

Alabama has lost two basketball 
players where it could i|l-afford a loss—at 
the guard position. After the defection of 
Ennis Whatley to the professional ranks 
and the loss of Mike Davis to graduation, 
Coach Wimp Sanderson's squad was 
already thin at guard. Before Tiders had 
even gotten into class, two guards were 
injured. Jim Farmer, a redshirted 
freshman, tore ligaments in his ankle and 
is on crutches. He’s be out until about Oc- 
tober 15, which is the date basketball 
practice begins. Because of the nature of 
his injury, he'll be unable to work on condi- 
tioning. 

Incoming freshman Graig Dudley suf- 
feed a fracture of the bone Joe Namath 
made famous, the navicular bone in the 
left wrist. It is considered to be the 
slowest healing bone in the body, 
Although such a fracture sometimes re- 
quires six to nine months healing time, at 
the spot where Dudley's fracture occured 
it is possible that he could be back in ac- 
tion by January. He will be able to stay in 
condition during the recuperation. 

Coach Sanderson plans to work 6-11 
wing forward Terry Williams at the wing 
guard spot in early drills. Other guards are 
Eric Richarson (who can play either point 
or wing), wing Rex Jones, point Terry Con- 
or and walkon wing Gary White, who will 
be eligible this year after sitting out last 
season. 


Signees 

Alabama has added three baseball 
signees, all right handed pitchers. They 
are Mike Carter of Brandon (Florida) High 
School, who had a 14-2 prep record; Jeff 
Oyster of Middle Georgia College, who 
had a 22-2 junior college record; and 
Oyster's teammate Terry Slagle, who had 
an 8-1 junior college mark. 


27 


SCHEDULES OF TIDE’S 1983 OPPONENTS 


DATE GEORGIA TECH OLE MISS VANDERBILT MEMPHIS ST. PENN STATE 
Aug, 29 Nebraska 
Sept. 3 @ Memphis St. Ole Miss 
Sept. 10 @ ALABAMA @ Tulane Maryland @ North Carolina Cincinnati 
Sept. 17 Furman @ ALABAMA lowa State Virginia Tech lowa 
Sept. 24 @ Clemson Arkansas ALABAMA @ Temple 
Oct. 1 North Carolina Southern Miss @ Tulane @ ALABAMA @ Rutgers 
Oct. 8 @ NC. State Georgia @ Florida Tulane ALABAMA 
Oct. 15 Auburn @qcu Georgia Southern Miss @ Syracuse 
Oct. 22 @ Tennessee Vanderbilt Ole Miss West Virginia 
Oct. 29 @ Duke Lsu Memphis St. @ Vanderbilt @ Boston College 
Nov. 5 Virginia Kentucky @ Miss. State Brown 
Nov. 12 Wake Forest @ Tennessee @ Va. Tech @ Cincinnati Notre Dame 
Nov. 19 Miss. St. Arkansas St @ Pittsburgh 
Nov. 26 Georgia @ Tennessee @ Louisville 
(Nov. 24) 
DATE TENNESSEE MISS. STATE Lsu SOUTHERN MISS | BOSTON COLLEGE 
Sept. 3 Pittsburgh Tulane Richmond @ Rutgers 
Sept. 10 New Mexico Florida St, @ Auburn Clemson 
Sept. 17 Navy @ Rice La. Tech 
Sept. 24 Auburn Florida Washington West Virginia 
Oct. 1 Citadel @ Georgia Florida @ Ole Miss. @ Temple 
Oct. B LSU Southern Miss @ Tennessee Miss, State @ Yale 
Oct. 15 @ ALABAMA Miami Kentucky @ Memphis St. 
Oct, 22 Georgia Tech @ Auburn So. Carolina Tulane 
Oct, 29 @ Rutgers @ ALABAMA @ Ole Miss SW Louisiana Penn State 
Nov. 5 Memphis St. ALABAMA @ Louisville @ Army 
Nov. 12 Ole Miss @ LSU Miss. State @ ALABAMA @ Syracuse 
Nov. 19 @ Kentucky Ole Miss @ Tulane East Carolina Holy Cross 
Nov. 26 Vanderbilt ALABAMA 
(Nov. 25) 
AUBURN ALL-TIME SEC FOOTBALL STANDINGS 
w L T Pet. 
Sept 10 Southern Miss —=«Oct 22 Mss. Sate ALABAWA nn a 
Sept. 17 Texas Oct, 29 Florida Georgia i e ae 
Sept. 24  @ Tennessee Nov.5 Maryland isu cee yap Be eo 
Ock8 —_@ Kentucky ‘bec. ALABAMA le Miss 8 M9 is 2 
Oct.16 _.@ Georgia Tech Florida 121 150 14 1425 
Miss. State 99189 11.349 
Kentucky 95 186 12.345 
Vanderbilt 8 © 198 17 3i1 
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University of Alabama 
Seal 


Swivel Desk Chairs 


University of Alabama Chair 


In Luxurious Top Grain Leather 


Handcrafted in North Carolina by master 
craftsman in 100% top grain leather. The swivel 
desk chair or the Queen Anne Leg chair proudly 
features, the University of Alabama Seal lightly 
embossed in the inside back of the chair. 


The select hardwood frames are com- 
plemented by hand driven nail trim. Top quality 
Collier-Keywood'™ swivel base mechanism that 
has fully adjustable height. The Shepard ’™’ anti- 
que brown casters have matching scuff plates. 


For just $749 you can own your choice of style 
and color in either the Sheraton style (as shown 
above left), or Williamsburg style (as shown 
above right); both available as swivel desk chairs 
for $799, also available, either style with Queen 
Anne Legs for $699. 


Available in Alabama crimson red . . . 
University of Alabama Seal. 


with 


Allow 6-8 weeks for 
Alabama—shipped freight 
Alabama. 


free delivery in 
collect outside 


Limited Edition . . . University of Alabama Chair. 
Each chair will be numbered under the seat. 


HAVERTY’S FINE FURNITURE 
3215 McFarland Blvd. 
Tuscaloosa, Alabama 35405 


Please send. Swivels at $749. 


Available Only From: 
Haverty’s—Tuscaloosa, Ala. 


Name 


Matching Chairs at $699. Total amount enclosed. 


Telephone (205) 556-2100 


by check or money order 


Addres: 


City, State, ZIP Code 


MasterCard or VISA # 


(circle one) 


Signature 


Exp. Date. 


Style. 


Swivel. Chair. 


Color leather. 


Telephone # 


Available With Alabama Seal 


Without Alabama Seal. 


In The Mail: From You to ’BAMA 


Dear 'BAMA: 

One year ago | was stationed in Turkey 
with the United States Army. | wrote you 
and requested that you ask your readers if 
any of them would be willing to videotape 
Alabama games and send them to Turkey. 
Several people responded, and to them | 
say thank you. 

But to the greatest Bama fan, Mrs. Joan 
Van Zele, | say thank you from the bottom 
of my heart. She supplied Bama football 
tapes weekly, which were watched on the 
average by 200 soldiers. She bore the en- 
tire expense for that endeavor. 

She is representative of what makes 
the University of Alabama great! 

John L, Churchill 
Captain, U.S. Army 
APO, New York 


Dear BAMA: 
| write you because being a football 
player (my position is split end) | would like 


to know if you can send me the weight 
book of your team for quarterbacks and 
receivers. 
| am so unhappy for the death of Mr. 
Bryant. In Italy he was much considered. 
But | wish the new coach Ray Perkins a 
good season. 
Alberto Crovini 
Milan, Italy 
Alabama strength coach Al Miller is 
sending you a weight program. 


Dear 'BAMA: 

In 1976 The Sporting News ran a foot- 
ball record section on college teams’ win- 
ning percentages. Since then | have been 
updating my list. | noticed in your last 
issue that Alabama is number one of the 
last 25, 10 and 5 years. 

Since 1925—a 58-year period—Ala- 
bama is also number one with a record of 
432-118-24, a winning percentage of 
77.35. Notre Dame is second at 74.74 


(416-133-23), Ohio State third, Oklahoma 
fourth, Tennessee fifth, Southern Cal 
sixth, Michigan seventh, Texas eighth, 
Penn State ninth and LSU tenth. Among 
other Southeastern Conference schools, 
Georgia is 12th, Ole Miss 20th and Auburn 
35th. These figures reflect only regular 
season games. 

Also of note, Alabama has had the most 
perfect seasons since 1925, 13. Okla- 
homa is second with seven, while Notre 
Dame, Tennessee and Princeton have 
five each. Alabama also leads in Asso- 
ciated Press poll top 10 finishes over the 
last 25 years with 20, followed by 
Nebraska with 16 and Oklahoma and 
Penn State with 14 each. 

George B. Moulas 
Montgomery 


Send correspondence to: 
"BAMA 

P.O. Box 6104 

University, AL 35486-6104 


20th ANNUAL 
CHARITY LEAGUE BRUNCH 


ATTENTION ALABAMA AND TENNESSEE FANS 


You are invited to attend the 20th annual Charity League Brunch before the Crimson Tide and Volunteers 
play at Legion Field. The site of the brunch, which will feature the Johnny Click Bank in a look back to the 
glorious 1960s, is the John C. Persons Armory on Graymont Avenue adjacent to the stadium. 

The fun starts three hours before kickoff, which enables you to have your pick of parking near the stadium. 
And, of course, a good time is guaranteed, as has been the case for many, many years. 

Proceeds will be used to fulfill a Charity League pledge to the operation of the Hearing and Speech Center 


at Children’s Hospital, and to our continued support of EPIC School. 


DATE: October 15, 1983 

PLACE: Fort John C. Persons Armory 
TIME: Three hours prior to kickoff 
ENTERTAINMENT: The Johnny Click Band 


BUFFET: Fried Chicken Dinner—$5 
TICKETS: $8 per person, regular meal; 
$35 per couple, good sports patrons; 
$50 per couple special patrons. 


THE CHARITY LEAGUE 
P.O. Box 7533 
Birmingham, Alabama 35253 


1 Regular Tickets $8.00 per person ——__ 
(includes buttet and entertainment) 


Patron tickets include buffet, entertainment, special seating and private bar 


| Good Sports (Patron) Tickets $35.00 per couple Ss. 

=] All Star (Special Patron) Tickets $50.00 per couple s = 
NAME = 
ADDRESS. = 


Make check payable to The Charity League, Inc., Or Phone 871-7698 
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twant "BAMA macazine! 


YES, 'Bama Magazine is for 
inside news on Alabama fo 
baseball and other sports. ders 
one year of ‘Bama brings me 10 monthly 
magazine issues, plus 20 weekly newsletter 
updates. My cost is only $25.00. Start my 
subscription with your next issue. Roll Tide! 


Total amt, enclosed for ‘subscriptions 
Alabama residents add 4% | ‘sales tax each subscription, 
Payment Enclosed Mastercharge O visa 
‘Bank Card #_ _ Exp. Date 
‘Signature a 
PLEASE PRINT 
TO: = 
Name 

Address: ‘Phone 

Giy State Zip 
Gift To: = 

‘Address 7 Phone 

Cily State Zip 

ift From: 

Gift From = 

“Address “Phone 
“City ‘State Zip 
Make Check Payable To: "BAMA Magazine 

P.O. Box 6104 : 
Ovarseas Add $5.00, University, Alabama 35486 
FOR OFFICE USE 
} PIC -F L “CH 


INSIDE THE CRIMSON TIDE 


P.O. Box 6104 - 
University, Alabama 35486 


iwant "BAMA macazine! 

© YES, 'Bama Magazine is for me. | want all the 
inside news on Alabama football, basketball, 
baseball and other sports. | understand that 
one year of ‘Bama brings me 10 monthly 
magazine issues, plus 20 weekly newsletter 
updates. My cost is only $25.00. Start my 
subscription with your next issue. Roll Tide! 


Total amt, enclosed ______ for _____ subscriptions 
Alabama residents add 4% ($1.00) sales tax each subscription. 

1 Payment Enclosed Cl Mastercharge O Visa 
Bank Card # Exp. Date 
‘Signature 
PLEASE PRINT 
is Name 

Address Phone 
“City State Zip 
Gift wand 

Aaaress Phone 
‘City State Zip 
Gift From: 

Name 
address Phone 
City State Zip 
Make Check Payable To: oe Magazine. 
P.O. Box 6104 
‘Overseas Add $5.00 University, Alabama 35486 
FOR OFFICE USE 

a PIC ae t 


pi 


b = = 
P.O. Box 6104 oie 
University, Alabama 35486 


"BAMA keeps 
pace with the 
Crimson Tide 


Join us NOW! 


Please Send Me One Year 
(30 Issues) of "BAMA 
For Only $25.00. 


10 Magazines August-May 
20 Newsletters September-May 


PLEASE PRINT 


T 


Make Check Payable To: 


"BAMA Magazine 
P.O. Box 6104 ‘Address 
University, Alabama 35486 

City 


Gift 


Overseas Add $5.00 
‘Address 


city 


an On The Inside Path! 


Total amt. enclosed ________ for _____ subscriptions 
Alabama residents add 4% ($1.00) sales tax each subscription. 

0 Payment Enclosed CO Mastercharge O Visa 

Bank Card #_- Exp. Date 


Signature SS 


Gift Fro 


‘Address 
City State 


FOR OFFICE USE 
PIC F 


A CLASSIC. 


Limited Edition Print Offer 


Throughout the history of Alabama football, few 
plays will be as long remembered as this incredible 
goal line stand against Penn State in the 1979 Sugar 
Bowl. This dramatic display of commitment and de- 
termination is a classic example of what has made 
the University of Alabama the number one name in 
intercollegiate football. 

Daniel A. Moore's striking oil painting, "The Goal 
Line Stand,” captures in intricate detail the action 
and excitement of that unforgettable moment, Now 
you can have your closest look yet at this memorable 
illustration of second-effort football. 


The Print. 

New Life Art proudly offers you the opportunity to 
own a Limited Edition print of this powerful painting 
for your home or office. It also makes a great gift! 
These large, colorful prints, measuring 31 by 24 inch- 
es, have been created under the artist's personal 
supervision to ensure quality reproduction. Each 
one has been individually signed and numbered 
by the artist, further enhancing the value of this 
outstanding reproduction. 

“The Goal Line Stand" is a Limited Edition repro- 
duction print and can be purchased on a first-come 
basis only. Order your classic today! 


The Artist. 


A graduate of the University of Alabama in Fine 
Arts, Daniel Moore focuses mainly on Super-realism— 
a style of painting that requires dedicated discipline. 
His work has been exhibited in many competitive art 
exhibitions and has won numerous awards and hon- 
ors. Prints of a recent work of his were nationally 
advertised and sold in all $0 states. An avid Alabama 
football fan, Mr. Moore has given exceptional effort 
and months of work to “The Goal Line Stand” — a 
tribute to his number one team. 


Send me 


print(s) of "The Goal Line Stand” as specified below. 


‘Quantity 
Unframed $35 each 
Group order of 10 or more $30 each 
Custom Framed (shown above) — ready tohang.| $80 each 


Shipping costs: Add $2 each for unframed prints 


Add $5 each for framed prints © LUIS CMTS ORS 


Ticbeaceireriienls wales eee "BAMA 
Total amount enclosed Goal Line Stand 
(check or money order only) P.O. Box 6104 


Please print Please allow 2 to 4 weeks for delivery University, AL 35486 
Name |_| 1a ean I (ESE baile 
Address |_| | eee ee i i i i 
cm{_| 1 | | eel ea l 
soe( | 11 tt 1 tt _| 2 | 


